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UM GRADUATE LISTED AMONG NATION’S TOP SCHOLARS
MISSOULA A University of Montana class of 2000 graduate has been chosen by the Honor Society
of Phi Kappa Phi to receive a $7,000 fellowship as one of 50 outstanding student scholars in
the nation.
Sandra Beirne of Walla Walla, Wash., was selected from among the winners of
competitions at 282 campuses nationwide that have Phi Kappa Phi chapters. She is a student in
the University of Washington’s School of Medicine, taking classes this past year at Washington
State University in Pullman, Wash. She’ll begin classes at UW ’s Seattle campus in the fall.
Beirne attended UM during 1995-2000, majoring in biology with a cellular and
molecular biology emphasis, considered one of the most difficult in the field. Her minor was
human and family development with a child and medical emphasis, and her accumulative
grade-point average at graduation was 3.92. UM ’s chapter of Sigma Xi chose Beirne as the
outstanding science senior last year.
Along the way, she volunteered with at least 18 community organizations, including
Habitat for Humanity, the American Red Cross, the Missoula Food Bank, HIV 4- and AIDS
patients services and the St. Patrick Hospital pediatrics department. She also was a biological
sciences peer adviser and a math lab tutor.
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“She was just a tremendous student in all respects,” biological sciences Associate Dean
Don Christian said. “She was the kind of student we have come through here that we’d like to
clone.”
During high school Beirne was equally active, serving as Key Club president, a
delegate to Washington Girls’ State and an officer in the school chapter of the National Honor
Society. Also an athlete, she received the Nine Letter Varsity Sports Award and was the
outstanding scholar-athlete her senior year.
Beirne’s parents are Dr. James A. Beirne and Jeanne Beirne.
Phi Kappa Phi claims to be America’s oldest and most selective honor society,
recognizing excellence in all academic fields. Since 1933 it has awarded more than 2,800
student fellowships. It initiates roughly 35,000 new members a year and publishes National
Forum, a scholarly magazine for its members.
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